
F3D SKYKNIGHT

Never one of the most glamorous of Navy/Marine fighters, the Douglas F3D
Skyknight shared with its Douglas stablemate, the AD Skyraider, the distinction of serving
with combat squadrons in both the Korean and Vietnamese Conflicts.

The Navy turned to jet power after WW II for its carrier fighters.   A night fighter was
needed.  Douglas received a contract for three prototype XF3D-1s in April 1946.  The first
flew in March 1948.  Typical of early jet fighters, it was a straight wing design.  A wide
cabin providing side-by-side seats for pilot and radar operator, engines semi-buried in each
side of the lower fuselage, four 20mm guns under the radar in the nose and large internal fuel
capacity resulted in a bulky fuselage.  An unusual feature was the escape system, depending
primarily on a bailout chute, out through the bottom of the fuselage.

Subsequent flight testing confirmed the basic soundness of the design and led to
correction of problems unearthed in initial carrier operation of this large carrier jet aircraft.

Although underpowered with its two Westinghouse J34 jet engines, 28 aircraft were
bought while the -2 was being developed to use the higher powered Westinghouse J46.
Delays in the J46 program led to use of updated J34s and the Skyknight never became a high
performance aircraft.

Initial flights of production F3D-ls in early 1950 led to service introduction late in the
year, with VC-3 and VMF(N)-542.   A swept wing version, the F3D-3 was also contracted
for, but was destined to be stillborn, being cancelled before reaching flight.

Another foresighted project involved the F3D in 1950: one of the XF3D-ls was
modified to carry and fire four Sparrow Is.

The first F3D-2 flew in February 1951.  Over the next two years, 237 were delivered.
Sixteen of these were F3D-2Ms in the Sparrow I configuration, prototyped by the one XF3D-
1M in 1950.  The F3D-2s served with Navy composite and Marine night fighter squadrons,
but went into combat in Korea only with Marine land-based squadrons, in the fall of 1952.

As land-based night fighters, the F3Ds were effective, destroying both jet and prop
aircraft in night engagements.  However, for carrier use, smaller, single-place night fighters
were considered more satisfactory.

By the late Fifties, as the F4D and F3H came into service, the Skyknights were
converted for trainers and electronic warfare.  F3D-2Ts and -2T2s, depending on the radar
and fire control system installed, were used for training Demon and Skyray pilots in radar
intercept techniques.  The Marines used converted F3D-2Qs as tactical ECM aircraft.

By 1960, the F3Ds were being replaced  by later designs.   With the DoD
redesignations in 1962, the -2Qs became EF-l0Bs, and the -2T2s still in service became TF-
l0Bs.  The TFs lasted until late 1963, while the EFs continued, flying combat through much
of the Vietnam Conflict before their retirement.





/
-
-
-
-
)

.
Ii

nu

.

4
1-a%

II

w



●
 

☛
☛

☛
☛

☎
☛

 
●

✎
 

✎
 

✎
 

✎
 

✎
 

✎
 

✎
 

✎

-. . 
---

 
.-

” 
&

~
1

●



----- ------ ----- ----- ----- ----- ----- ----- ----- ----- --
“(Z) pm (T) SUOT%TPUOO q pepn~au~ $ou em suopfd aaovJ VHLIe$XX ----- ----- ----- ----- ----- ----- ----- ----- ---

● $< Xq peswemu~ wep uo~$dmnsuoa ~en~ uoT$wo~J~wNIs eu@ue uo paswq e&-si&i ~& Z&
----- ----- ----- ----- ----- ----- ----- ----- ----- ----- ---

“etm~dqe z-&& JO %s93 !IqaT~ ~Jv~I Xmtqqpzd puw SUOT$I?IWT80 UO pwn?q s T emretazo~ze~

391 A?43S
. .



ccm\ll  P.c

mt“-- CLIMB I

I
Ihll

I-1-u—
, ,
I 1. I -t-tI-tttitm

I I 1 1 1 I I I I I I
1

1 n 1 1 1 I I 1 1 m 1 1 1 1 I 1 1I I I m , , , m
I 1. I I 1 I I I I I I I tiiit-f -f--f- t--H-- f+-t -t-

31m=fmm
VI 1 I I s I 1 I 1 ml Iu 1 1 I 1 I 1 I I I I I I 1 1 1 # I !

320 340 360 300 .400 420
SPEED - KNOTS

4 4 0 460
4

0 !000 2 0 0 0  3 0 0 0  4 0 0 0  5 0 0 0  6 0 0 0  7 0 0 0
RATE OF CLIMB -EP.M.

COMBAT RADIUS 1. TAKE-Of

~ 350

300
25 27 29 31 33 3: 2 5 0  3 5 0  4 5 0

AVE. CRUISE
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